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Claycastle Beach, which are just minutes away
from the town centre. The area offers a vast vari-
ety of water sports, including cruising, wreck
diving, fishing and whale
watching. In the town is
Perks Entertainment Centre
(which has rides and amuse-
ments for children of all
Bundoran ages) and the Aura Leisure
(top left) and Centre.

fun on the beach . o
at Ballinskellig, Youghal Bay (fourstar), sleeps eight,
in Kerry from €405

(top right)

‘WISH YOU

‘WERE HERE:
The stunning
seascapes of

>>KERRY For stunning beauty,
look no further than Kerry. The seaside town of Bally-
‘bunion has itall: a public playground, seaside amuse-
ments, a long sandy beach which is ideal for swimming
and paddling and Ballybunion Leisure Centre which
Thas three indoor swimming pools (an adults 17m pool
and two smaller separate ones for children and tod-
dlers), Jacuzzi, sauna, gym, treatment rooms, jogging
track and a cafe.

Outdoor activities include walks along the cliff tops
(marked walks vary in length and difficulty). cycling,
fishing, sea kayaking, sailing and surfing at Bally-
‘bunion Surf School. Further water sports are available
at the Tralee Bay Sailing School, just 40 minutes from
Ballybunion. Horse riding is available at Listowel
Equestrian Centre, which offers lessons and treks for
all levels of ability.

Ballybunéon Holiday cottages (fourstar), sleeps six. from €375
and has on-site tenns courts

WHY NOT TRY OUT SOME

NORTHERN EXPOSURE?

>>DONEGAL For a lively
holiday, Bundoran's hard to
beat. Ireland’s amusement
centre, it's packed with
bustling places to eat, lively
entertainment in the bars
and hotels, amusement
arcades, a public play-
ground and the Waterworld
aqua park (below), which
features water slides, rapids
and waves. For adults
there’s a coffee shop,
sauna, steam room and
seaweed wraps.

There is a wide variety of
other outdoor activities
available locally, ranging
from hiking and cliff top
walks to trekking along the
beach and cycling (with
bikes available for hire in
the town).

> Bundoran — Seacrest
(four star), sleeps five,
from €335

> All of the prices quoted
are the best value available
in May/June and include a
special offer of €35 off for
bookings in May. As an
added bonus, Trident are
currently running a ‘two
weeks for the price of one”
offer at these locations

if you book a week's
holiday at any of them in
May or June.

> Call 01 2018440 or see
www.tridentholidayhomes.ie

>>KEEP READING

FEATURES CONTINUE
ON PAGES 58-59

GOOD MANOR
Bellinter Ho
Hotel

SILVER LINING TO MY DUST CLOUD

Volcano chaos at the airport led to a luxury spa in Meath

1 WAS one of many affect-
ed by the voleanic ash
when a weekend to
Glasgow was cancelled
but, fortunately, Justgo.ie
offered me a last-minute
Irish break.

Justgo.ie is a new
travel website set up by
two Irish women who
have more than 20 years
experience between them
in the travel industry,
and caters for people looking for
last-minute Irish breaks.

The beauty of Justgo.ie is that it
offers a variety of packages
(including luxury spa breaks,
romantic getaways and family
holidays), and not only lets you
search according to date, location
and property grading, but by
budget, too, with prices starting
from just €29 per person sharing.

I admit, when Justgo.ie offered
me a luxury spa break to the value
of €99 per person, I was sceptical.
The price included one night's bed
and breakfast, with a three-course
dinner and spa treatment in
Bellinter House Hotel, Navan.

Less than an hour’s drive from
Dublin city and a member of the
Manor House Hotels of Ireland,
Bellinter House is an 18th-century
Palladian-style country house,
designed by Richard Cassels, on the
banks of the River Boyne.

Having stayed in many contempo-
rary hotels, the charming but rustic
Bellinter House was a wel

SIMONE KENNY

the hotel, but with none
of the pretentiousness
sometimes associated
with such establish-
ments. Though surround-
ed by lush landscaped
grounds I did not pack
appropriate clothing to
explore them (although
wellies are provided),
however the library,
games room, pool and
Bathhouse Spa were
more than enough to keep me occu-
pied.

After settling into my quaint
room, which featured wooden
beams and an antique radiator
alongside a modern under-floor-
heated bathroom, flatsereen TV and
a large comfy bed, we retired to the
open-plan Drawing Room for tea
and warm scones.

Dinner, in the Eden Restaurant,
a vaulted cellar where seasonal,
locally sourced food is served, was
delicious. As was the buffet-style
breakfast which offered the choice
of a traditional Irish grill, cereal,
fruit and pastries.

A hearty breakfast was followed
by a trip to the pool, which was a bit
on the chilly side, but I soon
warmed up in the outdoor hot tub.

My stay was wrapped up with an
excellent, relaxing half-hour back
massage in the Bathhouse Spa.
followed by a camomile tea in the
relaxation area. My original
scepticism was way off the mark.

change. With only 34 bedrooms dot-
ted among the main house, the east
and west pavilions, the stables and

the ‘ruin’, there is a boutique feel to

The above offer to Bellinter House Hotel is
avudable Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday nights through wene justgo.ie
until May 13, 2010
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