EVENING HERALD MONDAY 7 DECEMBER 2009 33

FEATURES £

GOING
PLACES:
Helena
Browne,
with her two
daughters,
Sarah, left,
and Joanne,
and Joanne’s
daughter
Sophia

NEW YEAR
BREAK:

Val Reid with
her children
(left to right)
Ben, 15, Harry,
12, and Molly,
nine

house.”

Plus the best things in life are free: “We
just wrap up for the weather and walk on
the beach and have a nice cosy fire in the
evening,” she adds.

When I ask both women if they have
found any disadvantages to going away
over Christmas, it's a firm and unanimous
no. According to Val: “The kids look for-
ward to itand enjoy it, and when the kids
are happy, youre happy.” Helena says: “It
feels like Christmas should be, with family
coming and going and less stress or has-
sle; I'd highly recommend it

more time relaxing.”

It’s also a chance to get together with
family you might not see that often. “The
Kkids love meeting up with their cousin:
the 12 and nine year olds have cousins
their own age so it’s great for that because
some of them live in Killarney.”

Is it expensive to get away?

Val says: “You don’t have to entertain
the kids as much. I think if you are at
home you're thinking, what can we do or
where can we go to entertain them?

“Whereas, while obviously vou are
spending a little bit of money to get there,
we all bring food, and generally we eat in
most nights. So the cost hasn’t been a
huge issue, especially if you're sharing a

See www.tridentholidayhomes.ie for
more holiday ideas
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Tips for stress-free festivities
Jacinta Stacey of Trident Holiday Homes has some
IT’S NOT too late to pack up and seasonal advice for the perfect Christmas getaway
go. Here are some great family

festive deals for Christmas and
New Year.

W Val and Helena obviously get on great with their families but
this is not always the case. If there are one or two relatives you
clash with, it's important to bear in mind that just because your
Killorglin, Co Kerry surroundings may change, it doesn’t mean your relatives will.
Christmas week (from December 23),
€440; New Year’s week (from
December 28), €440; and from
January 2, €330.
www.tridentholidayhomes.ie

W Do your sums before you go — obviously the more people
going away, the lower the cost per head.

W If you have young kids, it's important to give thought to
how economical and practical it will be for Santa to deliver to
another location without ruining the magical atmosphere.

Dunmore East, Co Waterford
Christmas week, €360; New Year’s
week, €360: first week in January,

CHRISTMAS CHEER: Get away to Bunratty (left) or Killorglin

W So you've forgotten the Christmas crackers? It's not the end

€300. All prices are for three- views of and ilable from D ber 30 to of the world. Remember what's important and don't let small,
bedroom, four-star houses and a five-minute drive from all local January 2 for €350. and ultimately insignificant, stuff get to you
exclude utility and Corofin, a traditi I These terraced-style houses in the

charges. www.tridentholidayhomes.ie

Corofin Lake Cottages (3 stars)
Has four rooms (sleeps eight) and is
from D 21to

angling centre, is ideally placed for
exploring the Burren.
Visit www.irelandathome.com

December 28 for €350. Situated
overlooking Lake Inchiquin with

West Holiday Homes.
(4 stars)
Has three rooms (sleeps six) and is

heart of Bunratty Village (situated
between Ennis, in Co Clare, and
Limerick) are an ideal location for
touring the Cliffs of Moher, the
Burren, Aillwee Cave, King John’s.
Castle and dolphin watching.
www.irelandathome.com

B Delegate. Make sure everyone has ajob to do, whether it's cook-
ing, washing up or organising family games. If everyone works
together it will be a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

M Locate the nearest church. It's not all about the pressies and
grub, you know! If Mass is part of your Christmas, make sure
you book somewhere that’s accessible to a local church and get
the service times in advance.



